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1. Department or Agency           2. Fiscal Year
Department of State           2018

3. Committee or Subcommittee           3b. GSA Committee No.
United States National Commission for UNESCO           22803

4. Is this New During Fiscal

Year?

5. Current

Charter

6. Expected Renewal

Date

7. Expected Term

Date
No 03/23/2017 03/23/2019

8a. Was Terminated During

FiscalYear?

8b. Specific Termination

Authority

8c. Actual Term

Date
No 22 U.S.C. 287o et seq.

9. Agency Recommendation for Next

FiscalYear

10a. Legislation Req to

Terminate?

10b. Legislation

Pending?
Continue No Not Applicable

11. Establishment Authority  Authorized by Law

12. Specific Establishment

Authority

13. Effective

Date

14. Commitee

Type

14c.

Presidential?
22 U.S.C. 287o et seq. 07/30/1946 Continuing No

15. Description of Committee  Other Committee

16a. Total Number of

Reports

No Reports for this

FiscalYear
                                                    

17a. Open  17b. Closed  17c. Partially Closed  Other Activities  17d. Total

Meetings and Dates
 Purpose Start End
Annual Meeting of the U.S. National Commission for UNESCO  12/12/2017 - 12/12/2017 

U.S. National Commission Open Teleconference Meeting to Consider the Recommendations of the U.S.

National Committee for the IOC
 06/28/2018 - 06/28/2018 

 Number of Committee Meetings Listed: 2

18a(1). Personnel Pmts to Non-Federal Members

18a(2). Personnel Pmts to Federal Members

18a(3). Personnel Pmts to Federal Staff

18a(4). Personnel Pmts to Non-Member Consultants

18b(1). Travel and Per Diem to Non-Federal Members

18b(2). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Members

18b(3). Travel and Per Diem to Federal Staff

18b(4). Travel and Per Diem to Non-member Consultants

18c. Other(rents,user charges, graphics, printing, mail, etc.)



0.250.25

$33,500.00$30,584.0018d. Total

19. Federal Staff Support Years (FTE)

20a. How does the Committee accomplish its purpose?

-- The U.S. National Commission for UNESCO advises the U.S. Government regarding its

activities as a member state of UNESCO by:-- 1) Providing expert advice in the areas of

UNESCO's mandate, which include: natural science, education, social and human

science, culture, and communication and information. The Commission can be solicited

for advice in these areas, or members of the Commission may offer advice proactively.--

2) Highlighting opportunities and benefits Americans may receive because the U.S. is a

member state of UNESCO. These include access to UNESCO programs such as Creative

Cities, the World Heritage Program, ASPnet Schools, Category II Centers, University

Chairs, UNITWIN Networks, and clubs. In addition, members of the Commission highlight

UNESCO opportunities eligible to Americans such as, fellowships, internships,

participation in international conferences/meetings, and jobs at UNESCO.-- 3) Raising the

profile of UNESCO in the United States to better familiarize Americans with what

UNESCO is, what it does, and how the U.S. relates to this international organization.

20b. How does the Committee balance its membership?

-- Under it's charter, the U.S. National Commission for UNESCO seats no more than 100

Americans with no more than 60 percent representing NGOs, 15 percent representing

state/local government, 10 percent representing the Federal government, and 15 percent

as Members-at-Large.-- Appointments to the Commission are from a large cross section

of American civil society and represent a full spectrum of diversity in terms of ethnicity,

geography, age, subject matter expertise, gender, background, professional affiliations,

and viewpoints.-- As members rotate off the Commission, nominations for new members

are sought from a diverse range of sources to ensure the Commission is continually able

to offer a range of viewpoints representing our nations diversity.

20c. How frequent and relevant are the Committee Meetings?

-- Per enabling legislation, the Commission holds at least one general meeting annually.

However, the full Commission has had one additional meetings this year via

teleconference.-- Committees, working groups, and task forces under the framework of

the Commission meet, depending on the work at hand. Because Commission projects are

specific and often require technical expertise, the convening of smaller working groups

and subcommittees are ideal for making the most effective and productive use of

Commissioners' time.-- Commissioners are encouraged to make full use of technology for

communicating with each other and with the government.



20d. Why can't the advice or information this committee provides be obtained

elsewhere?

-- National Commissions are common as part of member states' participation within the

UNESCO international organization (article VII of its constitution). Per the U.S. enabling

legislation, while the U.S. is engaged with UNESCO, a National Commission shall be

established.-- In addition to the recommendations provided, the Commission also serves

as a liaison with U.S. civil society regarding UNESCO issues. The Commission is vital in

the work to achieve U.S. Government objectives within UNESCO.

20e. Why is it necessary to close and/or partially closed committee meetings?

The Commission occasionally receives approval from the Department of State to close

sections of meetings because it sometimes reviews and gives advice on individuals'

applications for employment or fellowships. Due to the personal nature of this material,

the Commission has received approval to close portions the relevant portions of the

meetings/conference calls; all other portions of calls are open to the public and specific

designated time is given for public comments. There was not a need to hold a closed

meeting this year.

21. Remarks

-- On October 12, 2017, the United States announced its withdrawal from UNESCO,

effective December 31, 2018. Per the U.S. enabling legislation, while the U.S. is engaged

with UNESCO, a National Commission shall be established. Continuation or termination

of the committee after our withdrawal is pending further decisions by agency officials. --

Additional ad hoc experts who are not members of the Commission but provided advice

via subcommittees this year are as follows: -- (a) U.S. NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR

THE IHP (establishment date N/A): Jerad Bales, USGS; Michael Campana, American

Water Resources Association; Chuck Chaitovitz, U.S. Water Partnership; Bill

Cunningham, USGS; Terry Davies, NSF; Maria Donosa, Florida International University;

Bradley Doorn, NASA; Thomas Graziano, NOAA; William Logan, USACE; Lauren

Schapker, National Ground Water Association; Soroosh Sorooshian, University of

California at Irvine; Richard Volk, USAID; Reagon Waskom, Colorado State University;

and Eric Wood, Princeton University. -- (b) U.S. NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE IOC

(establishment date N/A): Richard Ben-Veniste, National Marine Sanctuary Foundation;

Peter Brewer, Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute; Andrew Clark, Marine

Technology Society; Christopher D’Elia, Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation;

John Downing, American Society of Limnology and Oceanography; Rana Fine, American

Geophysical Union; Scott Glenn, IOOS Association; Hank Hatch, American Association of

Engineering Societies; Michael Kelly, Consortium for Ocean Leadership; Walter Mooney,

Geological Society of America; Susan Roberts, National Academies-Ocean Studies



Board; Dean Roemmich, Scripp’s Institute of Oceanography; and Robert Weller, Woods

Hole Oceanographic Institution. -- (c) U.S. NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR MAB

(established January 28, 2015): John Dennis, NPS; Sarah Gaines, Vernon (Tom) Gilbert;

William Gregg; Gwyneira Isaac, Smithsonian Institution; Pat Mangan, NPS; and Jennifer

Thomsen, University of Montana. -- The World Heritage Tentative Subcommittee was

active in 2018, membership was by organization, National Geographic, US/ICOMOS,

National Park Service, NOAA,, Smithsonian, Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Bureau of

Land Management, International Committee for the Conservation of Industrial Heritage,

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Society of Architectural Historians, American

Historical Association, Geological Society of America, US Department of State. -- The

Culture, Education, Natural Science, Social and Human Sciences, and Communication

and Information Committees are informal working groups that only meet during the Annual

Meeting. -- Note that the US National Commission for UNESCO does not issue reports or

write papers. -- Please also note that at the time of this reporting the Committee URL was

temporarily down. We are working to restore the page.

Designated Federal Officer

Paul Mungai Acting Executive Director, U.S. National Commission for UNESCO
Committee Members Start End Occupation Member Designation
Anderson, Jan  01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Chair Representative Member

Asomugha, Chisara  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 Division Director Representative Member

Baron, Adi  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 Member Representative Member

Bernard, Jean  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 Principal Partner Representative Member

Bhandari, Rajika  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 
Deputy Vice President, Research and

Evaluation
Representative Member

Breaux, Pam  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Director Representative Member

Brennan, Mark  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 University Chair Representative Member

Caldera, Eva  10/13/2015  12/31/2017 National Endowment for the Humanities

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Carter, Tom  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 President Representative Member

Chu, Clara  06/01/2016  12/31/2018 Member Representative Member

Colon, Frances  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 
Deputy Science and Technology

Adviser to the Secretary of State

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Day, Gordon  01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Past President Representative Member

DeCourcey, Marc  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 
Senior Vice President and Executive

Director
Representative Member

Dobelle, Kit  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 At-large Community Representative Member

Durkta, Alexander  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 President Representative Member

Emblidge, Mark  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Director Representative Member

Fowler, John  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 Executive Director Representative Member

Fredlake, Peter  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 
Director Teacher Education and Special

Projects
Representative Member

Gaer, Felice  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 
Director, Jacob Blaustein Institute for

the Advancement of Human Rights
Representative Member

Hamilton, Carol  09/30/2015  12/31/2017 At-large Community Representative Member

Hammond, Mary  01/01/2016  12/18/2018 Director Representative Member

Harris, Leonard  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 Professor Representative Member



Hess, Jack  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 Executive Director Representative Member

Howard, Bryan  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Director Representative Member

Johnstone, Sally  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 President Representative Member

Jones, Russel  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Member Representative Member

Kimble, Melinda  01/01/2017  12/31/2019 President Representative Member

Kouroupas, Maria  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 
U.S. Department of State, Educational

and Cultural Affairs

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Magrab, Phyllis  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 University Chair Representative Member

McCarthy, Bobbie Greene  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 At-large Community Representative Member

McDermott, Brian  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 Past President Representative Member

Meganck, Richard  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 
International Program Leader, Institute

for Water and Watersheds
Representative Member

Mendis, Patrick  06/04/2015  12/31/2017 Professor Representative Member

Miller, Bradley  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Chair International Activities Committee Representative Member

Moore, Linda  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 At-large Community Representative Member

Morris, Stephen  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 National Park Service

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Mungai, Paul  01/21/2017  01/20/2019 Acting Executive Director

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Murphy, Marney  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 ASPNet Director Representative Member

Niforos, Marina  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 Former Director Representative Member

Obst, Daniel  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 At-large Community Representative Member

Over, Randall  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Member Representative Member

Phillips, Meg  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 External Affairs Liaison

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Pietrowsky, Robert  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 
Army Corps of Engineers - ICIWaRM

Category 2 Center

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Redlener, Irwin  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 President and Co-Founder Representative Member

Slick, Katherine  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Board Member Representative Member

Stern, Susan  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 Chair Representative Member

Stevens, Shay  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Curator Representative Member

Sullivan, Marguerite  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Self-employed Representative Member

Tauck, Robin  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 At-large Community Representative Member

Tawfilis, Joanne  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 Founding Executive Director Representative Member

Thornton, Christopher  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Lead Program Officer Representative Member

Tourtellot, Jonathan  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Director Representative Member

Trost, Cathy  01/01/2017  12/31/2019 VP for Exhibits Representative Member

Wagner, Dan  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 
Director of Interantional Educational

Development Program
Representative Member

Waite, Peter  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 Executive VP Representative Member

Wang, Tom  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Chief International Officer and Director Representative Member

Wenzel, Lauren  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Wester, Marete  01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Senior Director of Arts Policy Representative Member

Wilkes, Sharon  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 Executive Director Representative Member

Wirth, Alex  01/01/2015  12/31/2017 At-large Community Representative Member

Dennis, John 

[U.S. National Committee for MAB]
 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 NPS

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Gaines, Sarah 

[U.S. National Committee for MAB]
 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Geological Heritage Representative Member



Gilbert, Vernon 

[U.S. National Committee for MAB]
 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Retired NPS Representative Member

Gregg, William 

[U.S. National Committee for MAB]
 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Retired USGS Representative Member

Isaac, Gwyneria 

[U.S. National Committee for MAB]
 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Smithsonian

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Mangan, Pat 

[U.S. National Committee for MAB]
 01/01/2016  12/31/2018 Manager Representative Member

Thomsen, Jennifer 

[U.S. National Committee for MAB]
 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 University of Montana Representative Member

Wenzel, Lauren 

[U.S. National Committee for MAB]
 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 NOAA

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Bailey, Kathie 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 
National Academies-Board on

International Scientific Organizations
Representative Member

Ben-Veniste, Richard 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 National Marine Sanctuary Foundation Representative Member

Brewer, Peter 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Research

Institute
Representative Member

Clark, Andrew 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Marine Technology Society Representative Member

D'Elia, Christopher 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 
Coastal and Estuarine Research

Federation
Representative Member

Downing, John 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 
American Society of Limnology and

Oceanography
Representative Member

Fine, Rana 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 American Geophysical Union Representative Member

Glenn, Scott 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 IOOS Association Representative Member

Hatch, Hank 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 
American Association of Engineering

Societies
Representative Member

Kelly, Michael 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Consortium for Ocean Leadership Representative Member

Mooney, Walter 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Geological Society of America Representative Member



Roberts, Susan 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 
National Academies-Ocean Studies

Board
Representative Member

Roemmich, Dean 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Scripps Institution of Oceanography Representative Member

Weller, Robert 

[US National Committee for the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution Representative Member

Bailey, Kathie 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 NAS Representative Member

Bales, Jerad 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 USGS

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Campana, Michael 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 American Water Resources Association Representative Member

Chaitovitz, Chuck 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 U.S. Water Partnership Representative Member

Cunningham, Bill 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 USGS

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Davies, Terry 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 NSF

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Donosa, Maria 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Florida International University Representative Member

Doorn, Bradley 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 NASA

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Graziano, Thomas 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 NOAA

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Jones, Russell 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 
American Association of Engineering

Societies
Representative Member

Logan, William 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 USACE

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Meganck, Richard 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Oregon State University Representative Member

Over, Randall 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 American Society of Civil Engineers Representative Member

Schapker, Lauren 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 National Ground Water Association Representative Member

Sorooshian, Soroosh 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 
University of California at Irvine, Dept.

of Civil and Environmental Engineering
Representative Member



Checked if Applies

Volk, Richard 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 USAID

Regular Government

Employee (RGE)

Member

Waskom, Reagon 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Colorado State University Representative Member

Wood, Eric 

[US National Committee for the

International Hydrological Program]

 01/01/2017  12/31/2019 Princeton University Representative Member

Number of Committee Members Listed: 100

Narrative Description

The U.S. National Commission for UNESCO is a Federal Advisory Committee housed

within the Department of State, which is charged with providing advice to the U.S.

Government regarding its activities as a Member State of UNESCO (the United Nations

Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization). The Commission is composed of no

more than 100 Americans representing NGOs, Federal Government, State/Local

Government. There are also several members who serve At-Large. Commissioners are

appointed by the Secretary of State to terms of 3 years, and are limited to two consecutive

terms.While the Commission meets in person or by conference as necessary, but not less

frequently than once per year, much Commission activity is conducted on an individual

level and leverages members of the Commission for their leadership, special expertise,

and ability to form a network. For example, staff within the State Department Bureau of

International Organization Affairs might consult individually with specific Commissioners

for their expert knowledge in a specific area. Partnership initiatives relating to UNESCO or

UNESCO’s areas of focus often precipitate out of the Commission organically. The

Commission also plays a role in circulating and administrating special opportunities (jobs,

fellowships, awards) available to Americans through our membership in UNESCO. 

What are the most significant program outcomes associated with this committee?

Improvements to health or safety

Trust in government

Major policy changes

Advance in scientific research

Effective grant making

Improved service delivery

Increased customer satisfaction

Implementation of laws or regulatory requirements

Other



Checked if Applies

Outcome Comments

The Commission's work to promote dialog among various educational, scientific, cultural

and communications groups on the commission produces tangible results. The United

States is looked to for its leadership within UNESCO and for its expertise in administration

and management.

What are the cost savings associated with this committee?

None

Unable to Determine

Under $100,000

$100,000 - $500,000

$500,001 - $1,000,000

$1,000,001 - $5,000,000

$5,000,001 - $10,000,000

Over $10,000,000

Cost Savings Other

Cost Savings Comments

As mentioned above, the U.S. hopes to continue to bring increased fiscal responsibility

and accountibility to UNESCO.

What is the approximate Number of recommendations produced by this committee

 for the life of the committee?

392 

Number of Recommendations Comments

Throughout the year, the Commission met on an ad hoc basis and offered

recommendations on various applications for UNESCO programs. The total number of

recommendations for the year was 18.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Fully implemented by the agency?

50% 

 % of Recommendations Fully Implemented Comments

Many of the Commission recommendatios continue to be used and implemented. As the

UNESCO organization works on a two-year cycle, many issues are longer term and their



Checked if Applies

full implementation might not yet be realized. Any recommendations relating to legislation

might require additional action and time.

What is the approximate Percentage of these recommendations that have been or

 will be Partially implemented by the agency?

25% 

 % of Recommendations Partially Implemented Comments

NA

Does the agency provide the committee with feedback regarding actions taken to

 implement recommendations or advice offered?

Yes      No      Not Applicable

Agency Feedback Comments

The Commission has been updated with periodic emails or phone calls. The Annual

Meeting also provides an opportunity to update the Commission on what was

accomplished in the last year and plan for the next years. In addition to a website,

Facebook page, and Twitter feed, we continue to also maintain a DCUNESCO@state.gov

general email account for any member of the public to send in comments or questions.

What other actions has the agency taken as a result of the committee's advice or

recommendation?

Reorganized Priorities

Reallocated resources

Issued new regulation

Proposed legislation

Approved grants or other payments

Other

Action Comments

The Commission has recommended UNESCO University Chairs, of which all have been

approved by UNESCO. The Executive Secretariat welcomes advice of Committee

members with regards to the operation and structure of this National Commission. The

Commission continues to use the recommendations to engage youth more and foster

international work which was realized with the establishment of the privately funded U.S.

National Commission for UNESCO Laura W. Bush Traveling Fellowship.



Checked if Applies

Is the Committee engaged in the review of applications for grants?

 No

Grant Review Comments

The Committee does not review grants, but is part of a review of UNESCO Chairs,

UNESCO Creative Cities, and UNESCO ASPnet schools. The Commission does review

applications received and provide recommendations for the U.S. National Commission

Laura W. Bush Traveling Fellowship, of which one fellowship was awarded this year.

How is access provided to the information for the Committee's documentation?

Contact DFO

Online Agency Web Site

Online Committee Web Site

Online GSA FACA Web Site

Publications

Other

Access Comments

The Commission Secretariat provides periodic email updates. Information is posted on

our Facebook page, and through a Twitter feed, in addition to our website.


